
   
 

Choices of “The Giver” Activity 
 
Learning Objectives:  

1.  Students will become familiar with the individual positions necessary to produce a play. 
2.  Students will reflect on the multitude of choices made in a theatrical production. 
3.  Students will become aware of the problems of a society when choices are denied its 

citizens. 
 

Type of Teacher Tool:  Whole Class Activity 
Targeted Grade Level(s):  5-8, 9-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Language Arts, Fine Arts 
 
Videos/Resources/Materials Needed:   

1. Literature 15:  The Giver and Jonas—Making Choices 
2. Theater 37:  Choices of Director, Playwright, and Author 
3. Theater 38:  Choices of Scenic Designer, Stage Manager, and Lighting Designer 
4. Theater 39:  Choices of Lighting Designer and Costume Designer 
5. Theater 40:  Choices of Costume for the Giver Character 

 
Teacher Instructions:  

1. This activity may be done as part of your study of the novel or play, “The Giver” or as part of 
your study of theatrical production using the play “The Giver” as a sample text. 

2.  Have students read The Giver and/or see the play and/or see the movie.  
3.   Show videos selections 1 - 5 listed above in that order. 
4.   Discuss various positions needed to produce a play and the specific choices each one made 

for this particular book/play The Giver. 
5.   Broaden the discussion to include the characters’ choices in the story and why this 

particular society might have chosen to deny it’s members choices.  How much freedom is 
lost when one has no choices?   

6.  Have students choose what aspect of the production (director, playwright, scenic designer, 
stage manager, lighting designer, costume designer, actor) might appeal to them and write a 
paragraph describing their “choice” and why. 
 

Assessment/Evaluation Options:  
1. Have students share their writing with each other or turn in to the teacher.  Evaluate on 

clarity of reasoning explaining the choice made. 
2. Have students read their paragraphs to the class (whole class or in small groups) and defend 

their choice as students ask them questions about the choice they made and why they made 
it. 
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