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Arts Integration Activity:  What It’s Like to Live In… 
 
Type of Teacher Tool: Small Group or Individual/Differentiation 
Targeted Grade Level(s): This activity could be modified for students in grades 3-12. 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Social Studies:  Geography, Cultures; Visual Arts:  Media Arts 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 

1. create a video depicting major features of his/her hometown. 
2. choose and film locations for the video 
3. research, write, edit, rewrite, and record a narrative script to accompany the video 
4. engage in critical and creative thinking and decision-making as he/she determines locations 

to highlight and information to present in the video. 
5. make aesthetic choices in the filming and editing of the video. 

 
Featured National Standards: 
ISTE Standards for Students 
6.  Creative Communicator—Students communicate clearly and express themselves creatively 
for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats and digital media appropriate to 
their goals. 
 
6a—Students choose the appropriate platforms and tools for meeting the desired objectives of 
their creation or communication. 
6b—Students create original works or responsibly repurpose or remix digital resources into new 
creations. 
6c—Students communicate complex ideas clearly and effectively by creating or using a variety of 
digital objects such as visualizations, models or simulations. 
6d—Students publish or present content that customizes the message and medium for their 
intended audiences. 
 
CCSS Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5 
Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
National Coalition for Core Arts Standards 
Media Arts 
MA:Pr4.1.8a:  Integrate multiple contents and forms into unified media arts productions that 
convey specific themes or ideas, such as interdisciplinary projects, or multimedia theatre. 
MA:Pr6: Anchor Standard 6:  Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
 
Additional State and National Standards related to the content of our videos listed below for 
this lesson are also provided on the Educate.Today page where you find the video. 
 
 
Resources/Materials Needed: 

1. Any of the “What It’s Like to Live In…” videos on the Educate.Today website.  You can 
find them at https://educate.today/vid_page/what-its-like-to-live-in/ 

2. Cell phone or other camera 
3. Video editing software 
4. Internet or other source for information about/images of your town or city 

 
 
Teacher Instructions: 

1. Incorporate this activity into your study of geography and/or your study of your local 
community/town government, etc. 

2. The goal of the activity is for students, working individually or in small groups, to create a 
2 to 4 minute video letting others know what it’s like to live in your town or city. 

3. Have students brainstorm answers to this question:  If you had only four minutes to tell 
people about your home town, what places would you most like to show and what 
information would you most like to share? 

4. Based on their answers, have students select the locations and information they want to 
share in their videos and then determine how they plan to create their video.  Some ideas 
for possible formats include: 
a. short excerpts of different people in town as they show a location or share information 
b. a travelogue style video taking people on a tour with a guide or without 
c. an interview with a member of the local Chamber of Commerce or Visitor’s Bureau 

5. Students should determine locations to film and can also incorporate images of locations 
they cannot get to personally. 

6. After determining locations, students should write a script for the narration of their video 
and then film locations as needed. 

7. Final steps are editing the video and fine tuning narration as needed to complete the video. 
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Extension Activity Options: 
1. Have students show their videos to other classes and audiences. 
2. Invite members of the local Chamber of Commerce to view the student videos and see if 

they would be interested in publishing some of them on their website or use in 
presentations, etc. 

3. Consider submitting one or more of the videos to Educate.Today for us to consider for 
publication on the website. You can let us know of your interest in doing so by completing 
the Typeform document you’ll find here. 

 
Assessment/Evaluation Options: 

1. Audience engagement while watching the video 
2. Clarity of information presented 
3. Appropriateness of locations chosen and information presented 
4. Quality of video 
5. Quality of audio 

 
 


